
TENTERDEN TOWN COUNCIL – EXTERNAL COMMITTEE  
 

CLIMATE CHANGE SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

NOTES OF A MEETING ON THURSDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
Present: Cllrs. J. Crawford, Dr.  L. Lovelidge, R. Quinton and Mrs. K. Walder. 

Mrs. G.Gandolfo, Town Clerk P. Burgess and Administrative Assistant Mrs. S. 
Smith 

 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
None 

 
2 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

First meeting therefore no minutes to approve. 

 
3 MATTERS ARISING. 

None 
 

4 ELECTION OF CHAIR. 

It was decided to have a revolving chair. Kate took the Chair for this 
meeting. 

 
5 DISCUSSION OF DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Following a discussion, it was decided to add into the Terms of Reference 

that the committee is not a political or campaigning committee as the 
only agenda is saving the planet.  

 
Kate will work with Phil on the draft. 
 

The committee aim to ensure that the council is making every effort to 
reduce carbon on anything over which the council has control or influence 

and will look at what other councils are doing. 
 
 

Speakers with expertise will be asked to attend meetings.   
 

Once everything is in order the committee will look how the town can 
reduce carbon emissions.  
 

John commented that it would be a good idea for future proposals put 
forward at council to have the impact on climate change noted as well.  

 
  

 
6 REFINING MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 

Councillor K. Mulholland was co-opted onto the committee. 

 
Kate will set out a schedule on expert speakers. 

 
After a discussion it was decided that the Headmaster at Homewood 
School will need to be approached to encourage young people to join the 

committee. Jo commented that many young people that were involved 
with the recent conference have now left the school.  

 
7 MEASURING OUTCOMES AND IMPACTS. 



 

It was agreed that the committee should lead by example by doing all it 
can to conserve energy and recycling within the council’s own buildings.  

 
It was decided to add a new Climate Control page to the Tenterden Town 

Council website explaining what has already been achieved and with links 
to outside organisations such as free cavity wall insulation for over 65’s. 
Achievements of the Wildlife Committee and the insect verges could also 

be included. Kate will set out some ideas for the page.  
 

Ways to measure carbon emissions will be investigated, with a view to 
measuring an initial baseline with improvements shown at periodic 
intervals.  

 
 

8 CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEES. 
It was decided that all sixteen councillors should be offered environmental 
training to cover all committees.  

 
9 EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOR COUNCILLORS. 

 
John suggested that training is need for the Planning Committee as 

planning laws keep evolving. Kate asked if environmental training could 
be made compulsory for the Planning Committee, Phil advised that the 
standing orders could be amended.  

 
John will look into environmental training courses for all councillors.  

 
10 KCC ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING-POINT SCHEME. 

After a discussion it was decided to register an interest in the scheme. 

 
Jo suggested carrying out a survey to determine the number of charging 

points required. Phil commented that the town could accommodate ten or 
twelve further charging points.  
 

Phil explained that if the council match funded, KCC would look more 
favourably on the application. Jo commented on the potential for solar 

panels to power the chargers to make them even more sustainable and to 
gain more points on the application.  
 

Kate commented that the Leisure Centre will install photo-voltaic panels 
when the roof is replaced. Roger suggested that there was a potential for 

solar panels and charging points in Station Road car park and the old 
tractor shed. Paul pointed out that these would remove normal parking 
bays. 

 
Roger will investigate the potential for solar power. 

 
11 SELECTION OF PRIORITIES. 

To look at an affordable way to measure our carbon footprint. 

 
To apply for funding to the KCC electric vehicle charging-point scheme. 

 
To introduce a website page to push out information. 
 

To make a list of expert speakers to invite. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 

Roger mentioned that he has been unable to contact Claire Norman at 

ABC, Kate said she will investigate and request a meeting with someone 
in the recycling department at ABC. 

 


